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Generative Al is destructive by design

In this Article, we hope to convince you of one simple and urgent point: the
current design of artificial intelligence systems facilitates the degradation and
destruction of our critical civic institutions. Even if predictive and generative Al
systems are not directly used to eradicate these institutions, Al systems by their
nature weaken the institutions to the point of enfeeblement. To clarify, we are not
arguing that Al is a neutral or general purpose tool that can be used to destroy
these institutions. Rather, we are arguing that Al's current core functionality—that
is, if it is used according to its design—will progressively exact a toll upon the
institutions that support modern democratic life. The more Al is deployed in our
existing economic and social systems, the more the institutions will become
ossified and delegitimized. Regardless of whether tech companies intend this
destruction, the key attributes of Al systems are anathema to the kind of
cooperation, transparency, accountability, and evolution that give vital institutions
their purpose and sustainability. In short, Al systems are a death sentence for civic
institutions, and we should treat them as such.

Woodrow Hartzog and Jessica Silbey, quoted at length here by Gary
Marcus#artificial-intelligence
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