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On watching footage of WWII

“l am beginning to believe that, for all that may be said in favor of our seeing these
terrible records of war, we have no business seeing this sort of experience except
through our presence and participation.... Perhaps | can briefly suggest what | mean
by this rough parallel: whatever other effects it may or may not have, pornography is
invariably degrading to anyone who looks at or reads it. If at an incurable distance
from participation, hopelessly incapable of reactions adequate to the event, we
watch men killing each other, we may be quite as profoundly degrading ourselves
and, in the process, betraying and separating ourselves the farther from those we
are trying to identify ourselves with; none the less because we tell ourselves
sincerely that we sit in comfort and watch carnage in order to nurture our
patriotism, our conscience, our understanding, and our sympathies.”

~James Agee, quoted here

#Agee #WWII #media
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